4GMiners at Work




Photograph 1

Thefirst photograph shows miners at work in a Cornish metal mine in 1900 in conditions similar to

those in Snailbeach at the same time. The mineral vein is almost vertical. The top right corner of the
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miners.It is unlikely that the miners normally had such a bright light as the one used to take the
photograph.This appears to be a flash photograph taken with burning magnesi@t to provide

the light.

The only real change in 100 years of mining is that the miners have proper helmets instiead of
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They must have some other foraf lighting, either electric lights or acetylene lamps.

Just visible in the bottom right corner is a truck for transporting the ore via a narrow gauge tramway
to the foot of the shaft. One miner is lifting a large block by hand into the truck. Anotheraukeng

handled shovel

This shows how the mine was extended. First, a
horizontal tunnel is dug for the tramway. Then
the ore is dug from the sides and the roof of the
tunnel. As more of the roof is removed ladders
and planks of wood are used to makertgorary
platforms on which the men work.

A team of three men works on the platform. Two
are using hammers to strike some typerof

held in position by the man behind@he drawing
on this page gives a clearer impressing of this
style of workingClearly nechanical drilling is not

being usedThey could be drilling a hole by hand i
in which explosives will be placed later. Howeve

they could be driving wedges into the vein to
remove blocks which will fall to the foot of the
stope. This should break the orgd smaller

pieces to make it easy to handlEne man in the
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strenuous manual work. He is standing on a large pile of loose rock. If this is useful dredt wil
taken out. Waste rock may have to be taken otithe mine but it is often used to fill in worked out
stopes in the mine. This saves on moving wasté& and also helps to stabilise the worked out parts

of the mine.

{¢

{ Ay



Photograph 2
Here more modermining is shown. The two men operating the drill are wearing masks to protect
them from dustAs regulations requiring the wearing of masks were passed in 1905 the picture



